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XXIX.  RAHULA.

Many people In Kapllavastu believed In the Tatha-
gata, taking refuge In his doctrine, and among the
young men who joined the Sangha were Ananda, Sid-
dhartha's half-brother, the son of Prajapati; Devadatta,
his cousin and brother-in-law ; Upali the barber ; and
Anuruddha the philosopher.                                      1

Ananda was a man after the heart of the Blessed
One; he was his most beloved disciple, profound in
comprehension and gentle In spirit. And Ananda re-
mained always near the Blessed Master of truth, until
the Tathagata made his final entry Into Nirvana, 2

On the seventh day after the arrival in Kapllavastu,
Yashodhara dressed Rahula, now seven years old, In all
the splendor of a prince and said to him :                  3

" This holy man, whose appearance Is so glorious
that he looks like the great Brahma, Is your father. He
possesses four great mines of wealth which I have not
yet seen. Go to him and entreat him to put you In
their possession, for the son ought to Inherit the prop-
erty of the father."                                                   4

Rahula replied : "I know of no father but the king.
Who Is my father? "                                                 5

The princess took the boy in her arms and from the
window she pointed out to him Buddha, who happened
to be near the palace, partaking of food,                     fi

Rahula then went to Buddha, and looking up in
his face said without fear and with much affection :
"My father !"                                                          7

And standing near by him, he added: "O shra-
mana, even your shadow Is a place of bliss!"             8